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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 27, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Compassionate and merciful God, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day.

As this House comes together at the
end of the week, bless the work of its
Members.

Give them strength, fortitude, and
patience. Fill their hearts with char-
ity, their minds with understanding,
their wills with courage to do the right
thing for all of America.

In the work to be done before the end
of this session, may they rise together
to accomplish what is best for our
great Nation and, indeed, for all the
world, for You have blessed us with
many graces and given us the responsi-
bility of being a light shining on a hill.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHN-
SON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

JOBS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this week the President
adopted a new campaign slogan, ‘“We
Can’t Wait,” in efforts to get his $447
billion jobs bill passed by Congress
even after the Senate has rejected it al-
ready, two or three times.

The President continues to promote
his more-of-the-same failed policies
like higher taxes and increased spend-
ing, and we can’t wait for the President
to get behind policies that will help the
American people.

Families and small business across
the country continue to struggle in
this economy, and that’s why Repub-
licans have passed bill after bill to get
our economy moving in the right direc-
tion.

Today, the House will vote on repeal-
ing the IRS’ 3 percent withholding rule
in order to reduce uncertainty for our
businesses and allow job creators to do
what they do best, create jobs.

I urge the President and my col-
leagues in the Senate to follow our

lead, get our economy moving forward.
Americans want, need, and deserve no
less.

————
STUDENT LOANS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, for
Americans who are disgusted with the
obstructionism of the Republican-con-
trolled House, yesterday President
Obama cut through the morass, issuing
new rules for student loan assistance,
implementing a law that was passed by
the last Congress, the Democratic-con-
trolled Congress, the Student Aid and
Fiscal Responsibility Act.

This program will allow millions of
Americans to consolidate their student
loans, lower their interest rates, and
will also cap loan payments again for
millions of Americans. Anyone listen-
ing can go to studentaid.ed.gov/ibr to
find out the new rules of eligibility
which, again, will save thousands of
dollars for people who are drowning in
student loan costs.

Rather than trying to build on that
accomplishment, this Congress passed
a Ryan budget which would butcher
the Pell Grant program and do nothing
for people who are racking up huge
amounts of student loans.

As a Member of Congress from the
University of Connecticut’s district—
g0 Huskies—thank you, Mr. President.
Congratulations on moving forward to
address the real needs of America’s
middle class.

——————

JOB CREATION

(Ms. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, last
month Paul Manahan from Mahopac,
New York, sent the following letter to
me:
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